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Charu Gandhi of London-based interior design studio 
Elicyon brings an international aesthetic to Dubai with a 
sumptuous show apartment in the city’s swanky new One 

Palm development, discovers Ayesha Shaikh

OASISan
in the sky
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Charu Gandhi seated in the informal 
reception with bespoke sofa and coffee

tables designed by Elicyon, and side 
tables by Holly Hunt. Charu wears a top 
by Carolina Herrera, trousers by Prada,

shoes by Gianvito Rossi and
gold cuff by Karyaqi

FEATURESThe

n the hype-friend-
ly shores of Palm 

Jumeirah sits a slick 
new residential property 

called One Palm by Omni-
yat. Echoing Dubai’s cachet as a poster child 
of luxurious vertical living, this development 
houses what has been billed as the most expen-
sive penthouse in the city, sold last year for an 
astonishing Dhs102 million. Donning a safety 
vest and helmet, I view the 25-storey struc-
ture, by New York-based SOMA Architects, 
that’s in its final phase of construction, as I’m 
whisked away in an elevator to view the newly 
done show apartment by London’s luxury in-
terior design studio Elicyon.

It’s here that I meet architect Charu Gan-
dhi, founder and director of Elicyon, which 
has designed two show apartments for Om-
niyat and the record-breaking penthouse in 
the property for a private buyer. Coiled with 
energy, she shows me around the space that’s 
equally attuned to traditional decorating and 
the needs of a modern home. “The brief for 
One Palm said it was about creating villas in 
the sky, so there’s a strong relationship to the 
outside,” Charu tells me about the building 
that’s surrounded by the Arabian Gulf and 
flooded with natural light. 

Stepping inside the apartment is akin to 
walking into a hand-tinted photograph, one 
that has been filled with colours, materials 
and textures in classic Elicyon style. “It’s very 
Elicyon to not be mono-material. We think 
that true beauty lies in an interplay of mate-
rials that all seamlessly work together,” shares 
Charu. “Omniyat CEO and chairman Mahdi 
Amjad came to us because he wanted to bring 
the aesthetic of a London designer to Dubai. 
He wanted us to bring that international aes-
thetic – tailored, beautifully-crafted design 
style that pays homage to the sea.”

At 4,000-square-feet and with four bed-
rooms done in polished plaster walls and 
timber flooring, the apartment is impressively 
spacious, and the large open plan features a 
global design sensibility flecked with Arabian 
accents. At the entrance is a mirror featuring 
the mashrabiya pattern, adding a dash of tradi-
tional Arabian grandeur to the modern fixture, 
a design element that’s repeated in the living 
room. “This is so that the mind’s eye reads it 
[the pattern] again and again and you start to 
feel this is your home,” explains Charu.

The apartment evokes a sense of international-
ism, reflecting Charu’s own cultural experienc-
es that she has sewn into her design practice. 
Born in India, she spent part of her childhood 
growing up in Singapore and went on to pur-
sue a degree at the Architectural Association 
School of Architecture (1997-2004) in Lon-
don. She trained and worked as an architect 
for many years before joining the interior de-
sign firm Candy & Candy, where she found 
her true calling. She launched Elicyon in 2014 
and has since worked alongside a diverse team 
and a varied diaspora of clients, from Kazakhs 
to Kuwaitis, Azeris to Americans. “People 
aren’t just a product of where they’re from. It’s 
much more complex than that and London is 
a great training ground for this,” she notes.

The central space of the apartment is linear, 
split between dining and living areas, with a 
bespoke sculptural chandelier commissioned 
by Elicyon that serves as the centrepiece. 
“With this length, you want distinct spaces but 
also want them to have a connection, so we’ve 
repeated patterns and colours,” shares Charu. 
A 10-seater dining table is placed at the centre, 
superbly done in a special lacquer finish with 
pearlescent movement, paired with textured 
chairs in teal green. The living room is dressed 
in a bespoke rug that’s reminiscent of the sea 
with its recurrent coral-like motif. Made in the 
Netherlands, the coffee tables evoke an Art 
Deco appeal, their metallic grey hue stands out 
against the neutral-toned sofas that are speck-
led with cushions in green and blue hues. The 
living area has been separated with a vertical 
division on one end and a horizontal console 
on the other to create symmetry. 

As we sit in the kitchen area, replete with 
exquisite marble finishes and appliances, 
Charu takes out an extensive document called 
‘The Journey’ on her iPad, which details three 
concept phases that each Elicyon project goes 
through. “We always start with the base and 
the core aesthetic,” she says about concept 
one, pecking a fresh salad. Concept two in-
volves Elicyon drawing all the key elevations 
of the project and creating 3D models, and for 
concept three, clients can take a step back and 
allow Elicyon to bring their vision to fruition. 
“This is a 3D model and that’s the finished 
room. You see how exact they are?” Charu 
points at two images of a past project that are 
so identical it’s hard to tell which one’s the ren-
dering. “For the clients, it’s fulfilling and reas-
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Charu stands before a bespoke joinery in 
high-gloss veneer with metal detailing, 
encased in textured silk wallpaper by 
Fromental in the snug area, styled with 
objet hand-picked by the Elicyon team 
from across Europe. She wears a jacket 
by Roland Mouret, camisole by The Row, 
trousers by Altuzarra, and shoes by
Manolo Blahnik

FEATURESThe

P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
Y

 B
Y

 A
A

SI
YA

 J
A

G
A

D
E

E
SH

“ T H E  B R I E F  F O R  O N E 

P A L M  S A I D  I T  W A S 

A B O U T  C R E A T I N G 

V I L L A S  I N  T H E  S K Y , 

S O  T H E R E ’ S  A 

S T R O N G 

R E L A T I O N S H I P  T O 

T H E  O U T S I D E ”



reverence for the region’s 
cultural considerations is 
evident in details such as 
ensuring there are no figu-
rative artworks in the space 
for the sake of sensitivity. 

Among Elicyon’s most 
exciting ongoing projects in 
the Middle East is the One 
Palm penthouse that’s slat-
ed to be completed next 
year,  a boutique hotel in 
Sri Lanka, and back home 
in London, a listed lateral 
duplex in a traditional 
mansion block in Knights-
bridge, bought by a Middle 
Eastern family. “With their 
support, we’re reinstating 
all the traditional cornicing 
detail and the fireplaces and 
certain references to their 
cultural background are 
layered into that. None of 
the toilets can face the Qi-
bla, which in a listed property has been a chal-
lenge but we’ve accommodated it. So, it’s very 
much about the Middle Eastern legacy but 
within a heritage London property.” Listening 
to Charu walk me through her work is a rev-
elation I’d hoped for. She has demystified inte-
rior design with an approach that boasts both 
finesse and functionality, making urban living 

a little less frenetic and a lot more fabulous. 
“The opulence is important, we’re not mini-
malists. We like it when everything in a proj-
ect is purposeful and beautiful, not cluttered 
and in excess,” says Charu. “We’re dream-
makers – we want to help people’s visions for 
their homes come true.” ■

Elicyon.com, Onepalm.ae

suring as you show the 3D model to them and 
say, ‘You can now hold us up to this’.”

Elicyon did multiple configurations before 
laying out the apartment’s final design. Charu 
went so far as to bring materials from London 
to Dubai at the onset of the project, just to 
see how they would look in the city’s natural 
light. “We visited the project very early on and 
it was just a hole in the ground at the time, 
but we brought along many materials we were 
thinking of working with that looked different 
in London’s natural light than they did here,” 
she tells me. 

The master bedroom immediately catch-
es the eye, its floor-to-ceiling windows of-
fer breathtaking views of the water and the 
private jetty where residents can dock their 
yachts. The bed rests against a headboard that 
combines fabric, veneer and metal with an-
tique mirror, and the chinoiserie silk wallpaper 
serves as an elegant backdrop. The table lamps 
by French artisan Yann Jallu feature intricate 
straw marquetry, a decorative art finish done 
by hand in a workshop in Brittany, France, re-
flecting Elicyon’s penchant for artisanal pieces. 

There’s also a corner of the apartment that 
Charu refers to as the ‘snug’, which draws on 
the idea of an Arab majlis. “In Emirati culture, 
there’s a sense of the private and public spaces 
and this snug acted as an inner majlis. So, for a 
more traditional family, this could be convert-
ed into a proper sitting area or a private space 
for the women of the house,” she shares. Her P
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A view of the formal reception and dining
area. In the foreground is the Manga coffee
table by Christian Heckscher at Dering Hall

and bespoke sofas and chandelier. Dining
chairs by Costantini Peitro complement the

bespoke specialist lacquer dining table. 
Below: The high-gloss veneer in the master 

bedroom is complemented by Yann Jallu table 
lamps that sit on bespoke bedside tables 

designed by Elicyon
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